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Foreword

Cleo, the Muse of History, according to the Ancients, was the daughter of
Mnemosyne, the goddess of Memory.
Somtimes the Goddess of Memory falters and ftails. Then Cleo takes over
and sings:

Of man’s first disobedience and the fruit

Of that forbidden Tree --

and on down the kaleidoscopic shuftle of the centuries with their kings and tyrants and their heroes
and saints and no doubt will continue to do so until “The last syllable of recorded time.”

That it seemed good to the members of the Presbytery of Eastern Oregon to add a few faltering
svllables to the universal record is indicated by the following action taken at the Spring Meeting of
1947:

“A motion prevailed that the Stated Clerk enquire of the Rev. W.H. Bleakney if he, with the
assistance and cooperation of the Rev. James Cornelison, D.D., would undertake the task.”

After consultation, the above named consented. At a later meeting, an Advisory Committee,
consisting of the Revs. Earl P. Cochran, D.D., James Hendrickson, and Elder L.B.Kicker, was
appointed.

It seemed fitting to the two appointed Editors to add, as a co-worker. the name of the Rev.
J.K.Buchanan, whose membership in the Presbytery of Eastern Oregon and the Synod of Oregon is
exactly contemporaneous with their own, dating from June 16, 1899.

The undertaking has proved much more onerous than the writers anticipated, since the History of the
Presbyterian Church of East Oregon is embodied in the history of four Presbyteries. We have
confined our efforts to the three Presbyteries - East Oregon. Grande Ronde, and Pendleton, which no
longer exist as such.

Of the material found herein the greater part has been gathered tfrom the records of the three
Presbyteries named. supplemented by matter from the sessional records of individual churches. In
addition to these two sources, information less in extent but of even greater historical value, has been
furnished by individuals, organizations, church officers and various publications, acknowledgment
of which shall be made on a later page. These have been of great value in securing the story of
churches and biographical sketches of individuals.

In writing these sketches, we have not sought after literary excellence, but rather a record that may
aid any future searcher after the facts concerning the Church in Eastern Oregon.



A POEM of DEDICATION

EASTERN OREGON PRESBYTERIES
By
J.K. Buchanan

The Tale unfolds:
Of the Founding of an Empire -
Our great Northwest!

Its development

A Wonder of the World,
Unparalleled

In the history of the nations!
Within one hundred years

Old Oregon has built its modern cities,
Its myriad homes,

Its schools, its churches,

Its industries, its transportation,
From a virgin land

Within that hundred years

Its grain, 1its fruit,

Its finished lumber

Were going round the world!
In this, its founding,

Two Presbyterian men

Hold rank among the first:

Oregon found its daybreak

In the Whitman - Spalding missions,
And in that mission

Our Presbytery dates its start
And shares mn its great heritage!
For in the corner of our bounds
Devoted Whitman wrought,
And we never can forget

That his blood in sacrifice
Sealed Old Oregon

For his Lord!

So we have bounded in our lines:
Old Umatilla’s dusty scene

The great Blue Mountains

The many plains of golden grain
The wide edge of the mighty Columbia
With its massy dams of power

The John Day land,

With storied tales of gold

And stony fossils —

Mingled with the gray sage

Of central Burns

While winding through our bounds,
Over timbered hills

And beside the flowing streams

Is the ~“Old Oregon Trail”

That long, long route

With its thin trickle of pioneers

That stretched our nation’s bounds
From Sea to Sea!

There lies the Land and

There its” People

Waiting for the gospel’s impress
Its origin impels;

Its history stirs endeavor;

Its Future?

Can we match its Past?

Copyright Applied For, 1952
By W.H. Bleakney



ACKNOWLEDGMENT S

The following named, with a number of others who richly deserve mention, have been most
generous of time and labor in furnishing suggestions, pictures and information of vital value.

Mrs. Turner Oliver, La Grande, Oregon: Mrs. Martha Russell, Elgin, Oregon:. Mrs. Levi Johnson.
Portland, Oregon; Mrs. Ethel Forbes Harding, Seattle, Washmgton; Miss Clara A. Kelly, Librarian,
Lewiston, Idaho: Miss Jennie Reasoner, Winters, California: Miss Gertrude Eakin, Long Beach,
California; Mrs. Dora Bell, Corvallis, Oregon: and Mrs. J. K. Wright, La Grande, Oregon.

Mssrs: Douglas Johnson, Ortord, Oregon; Dewey Thompson, Moro, Oregon: J. H. Horner,
Enterprise, Oregon; A. C. Funk, Pendleton, Oregon.

The Reverends: J. G. Dale, D.D., Tamazunchale, Mexico; C. M. Drury, D.D., San Anselmo,
California; James Thompson, D.D., Seattle, Washington.

Stated Clerks of California, Idaho, Oregon and Washington.

For Editorial Assistance: Mrs. J. P. Bleakney.

For Photographic reproduction: Mr. F.W.Bleakney, Mr. T.D.Bleakney.
For typing, mimeographing and editorial help: Mrs. “Happy™ Tharp.

Many others, including some members of the Presbytery, have contributed much to this work.
Former members no longer within the bounds of the Presbyvtery, who have been approached. have
been most generous and helpful in furnishing information not otherwise to be secured.

For books, magazines and other sources of information, we are indebted to: The Library of San
Francisco Theological Seminary; The Library of Whitman College, Walla Walla, Washington; The
Presbyterian Department of History, Philadelphia, pa.; The Presbyterian Board of National Missions,
New York, N.Y.. The Presbyterian Board of Pensions, Philadelphia, Pa.: The Presbvterian Board of
Foreign Missions, New York, N.Y: and Clerks of the Synods of Idaho, Oregon, Utah, Washington
and California.



PART 1
"Evervything begins in the middle. like an epic poem," said a literary critic.

Ages elapsed from the "Apple of Discord” to that day when Aeneas deposited his Penates in
Alba Longa. Yet the world's greatest poem 1s the story of forty days taken from the middle of that
period. It begins and ends in the middle. The mind of the scientist, the historian, and the philologist
is not satistied with starting in the middle. "Whence" as well as "whither" makes its demands.
To say that the Presbytery of East Oregon held its first meeting in 1887 and then to proceed from
that point leaves a "lean and hungry” feeling in the mind. What is the Presbytery of East Oregon?
Where did it come from? What grounds has 1t for existing? are questions that intrude themselves
upon us.

History as such. unlike the Epic poem. 1s interested in the “a quo™ rather than mn the ““ad
quem”’, and seeks and if possible finds the beginning of things. Even the writer of Genesis did not
begin with the Garden of Eden but with “B R Sh Th".

Our origin as a Presbytery and Synod. so far as the western area of the United States is
concerned, takes its rise in California before California was a state of the Union.

Yet even before there was a California Presbyterian Church or Presbytery, Presbyterianism
had sunk its roots into the soil of Old Oregon. The first protestant and first Presbyvterian Church west
of the Rocky Mountains was organized at Waiilatpu, August 18, 1838. A spark, glowing in the
darkness: a voice, crying in the wilderness, "Prepare ve the way of the Lord."

Wittingly or unwittingly, Marcus Whitman had chosen the very center of
Old Oregon for the site of his mission and home. Place one point of a pair of dividers on the site of
the Whitman Mission. With a radius spread reaching the southeast corner of Oregon, the circle
drawn strikes the southern border of Idaho and Oregon, the west line of Oregon and Washington and
extends bevond the north line of Washington, reaches the north line of Idaho and the Rocky
Mountain section of Montana. and almost to the East line of Idaho. Draw diagonals from the N.E.
Corner of the Old Oregon section of Montana extending to the S.W. Corner of Oregon; and from the
N.W. Corner of Washington to the S.W. Corner of Idaho, and these diagonals will intersect on or
near the Mission property.

Here, August 18, 1838, "was founded the first Protestant and first Presbyterian Church west
of the Rocky Mountains, a church of seven charter members."” This sentence, with the following
record kept by the Reverend Henrv Spalding, 1s quoted from Dr. Clifford Merrill Drury's "Henry
Harmon Spalding”, page 187:

"RECORDS of the First Presbvterian Church in the Oregon Territory, organized by missionaries of
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.

"At a. meeting at the home of Doctor Marcus Whitman at Waiilatpu mission station, August 18,
1838, the following persons, missionaries of the A.B.C.F.M. and members of the Columbia Mission,
were present and resolved to organize themselves into a church, viz: Doctor Marcus Whitman, a
Ruling Elder from the Presbyterian Church in Wheeler, Steuben County, New York: Mrs. Eliza
Spalding, from the Presbyterian Church of Walnut Hills, near Cincinnati (Protessor

Biggs, Pastor). Mrs. Narcissa Whitman, from the Presbyterian Church of Angelica. Allegheny
County, New York: and Henry Harmon Spalding, from the Presbytery of Bath."



"After the organization", the record continues. "the following persons immediately presented
letters and were admitted to our numbers, viz: Joseph Maki from the Church in Honolulu, Oahu,
(Reverend Hiram Bingham, a missionary of the A.B.C.F.M., Pastor). and Maria Kiawia Maki, wife
of the above."

Waiilatpu, the center of the Old Oregon, was the site of the first Christian home and family
west of the Rockies. December 10, 1838, the Whitmans began living in a rude 'lean-to” on the
Mission site at Waiilatpu " (Outline of Biography of Marcus Whitman by Dr. C. M. Drury.)

This too is the beginning of Christian Education in the Old Oregon country. After acquiring
sufficient mastery of the language the Whitmans opened a school for Christian instruction. *

The Christian Home - the Christian School - and the Christian Church -the tripod upon which
rests Christian civilization.

But the spark was extinguished. The Voice crying in the wilderness was silenced, and, with
the exception of the one live coal from off the altar which was carried to the Tutuilla, the remainder
of the Story of Waiilatpu belongs to the Synod of Washington.

*See Appendix B
PART 11

Extract from the minutes of the Synod of Columbia, in Session at Tacoma, Washington Territory,
October 1887:
"The committee on the division of Presbyteries recommend the erection of a new Presbytery, to be
called the Presbytery of East Oregon, which shall consist of the following ministers and churches:
Ministers

Churches
W.H. Wilson

Baker City
James Thompson

' Pendleton
I.S. Bingham La Grande
J.M. Morrison ]Oge_ph
A.L. Canney Lostine

C.R. Shlelds Shiloh
I.C. Willert

Summerville
Ja;n:as Hayes Union
W.C. Baird, Licentiate Arlington

Weston

Klickitat 1™
Klickitat 2"
Cleveland
Centerville
Umatilla
Grass Valley






